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We came to believe a power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

A Fisherman — A Follower

Luke 5:4-11 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered and said, “ Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I
will do as You say and let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish,

and their nets began to break; 7 so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help

them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw that,
he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For amazement had
seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were

James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “ Do not fear, from

now on you will be catching men.” 11 When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and
followed Him.

A Boaster

John 13:33-38 Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews,

now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come. ’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you

love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You

going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to

Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will
you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three

times.

Luke 22:31-34 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have

prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your

brothers.” 33 But he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” 34 And He
said, “I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.”

A Fighter for his Higher Power

Luke 22:50-51 And one of them [Peter - John 18:10] struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.
51 But Jesus answered and said, “ Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.

Jesus is ready and willing to bring healing to other people we have harmed.

A Denier of his Higher Power

John 18:25-27 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “ You are not also
one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it, and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the slaves of the high priest, being a
relative of the one whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” 277 Peter then
denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed.

A Deserter of his Higher Power

Mark 14:48-50 Jesus asked them, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with swords and clubs
to arrest me? 49 Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there among you teaching every day. But
these things are happening to fulfill what the Scriptures say about me.” 50 Then all his disciples deserted him
and ran away.

A Doubter of his Higher Power

John 20:6-10 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the face- cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings,
but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and

he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the
dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.

Returning to Fishing

John 21:1-7 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He
manifested Himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “T
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; and
that night they caught nothing. 4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?”
They answered Him, “No.” 6 And He said to them, “ Cast the net on the right- hand side of the boat and you
will find a catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. 7
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea.

Many of us return to former patterns of life but Jesus seeks to bring us back. Do we recognize its Jesus?
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A Preacher; Pointing People to his Higher Power — Acts 2-3...

Jesus Heals a Lame Beggar

Acts 3:1-6; 16-19 But Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, “Look at us!” 5 And he began to
give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I do not possess silver
and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene —walk!”...16 And on the
basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know;
and the faith which h comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 “And
now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 But the things which God
announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord;

A Man Confident in his Higher Power

Acts4:13-20 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply. 15 But when
they had ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, 16 saying, “ What shall we
do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all
who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it will not spread any further among the people,
let us warn them to speak no longer to any man in this name.” 18 And when they had summoned them, they
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said
to them, “ Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20
for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Step 3 of AA — Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him.

Acts 2:43-45 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through
the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they
began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.

Acts 4:32-35 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them
claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them. 33 And
with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant
grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land
or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they
would be distributed to each as any had need.

Acts 5:17 But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they
were filled with jealousy.

Interesting that Peter and the others were filled with the Holy Spirit and some of the religious sects were filled
with jealousy.

A Confronter

Acts 5:1-3 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and kept back some
of the price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’
feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some
of the price of the land?

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

A Sufferer For his Higher Power — 1 Peter 1

What Changed?

John 14:16-20; 25-27 [ will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I
will come to you. 19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you
will live also. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you....25 “These
things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 27 Peace
I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful.

John 16:12-13 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 But when He, the
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but
whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
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